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Although the fundamental significance of Hermann G. Grassmann’s (1809-1877) novel work in 
geometrical analysis was not grasped by his contemporaries, it started to exert a strong influence 
beginning with the last third of the 19th century. It became constitutive for a large number of develop- 
ments in modem mathematics: vector analysis and vector geometry, differential geometry, linear 
algebra, algebraic geometry and topology, and other mathematical branches. This influence, however, 
has scarcely been studied in detail as yet-and this is particularly so for developments of the 20th 
century. 
The 150th anniversary of the publication of Grassmann’s major mathematical work, the “lineale 
Ausdehnungslehre” (1844), will be an occasion to present a comprehensive picture of this great 
scholar’s life and work. A working group has been constituted to prepare this for 1994. The main 
activity will be an international conference which is to be held in spring 1994, probably in the vicinity 
of Greifswald. We are announcing this at such an early time in order to prompt interested scholars to 
undertake studies on specific aspects of Grassmann’s work and his influence: in mathematics as well 
as in physics and in linguistics. 
For proposals of contributions and for further information please contact 
Get? Schubring 
IDM, Universitlt Bielefeld 
Postfach 8640 
D-W 4800 Bielefeld 1, Germany 
REPORTS 
Celebration of the Centenary of the Birth of 
Sir Ronald Aylmer Fisher, 1990 
A. W.F. EDWARDS 
Gonville and Caius College, University of Cambridge, Cambridge CR.2 ZTA, U.K. 
Ronald Aylmer Fisher, statistician and geneticist, was born in London on 17 February 1890. A 
scholar at Gonville and Caius College, Cambridge, he graduated in mathematics in 1912. He served as 
Statistician to Rothamsted Experimental Station from 1919 to 1933, during which time he established 
much of modem statistical practice, particularly in the design of experiments, the analysis of variance, 
and the theory of estimation. While at Rothamsted he wrote Statistical Methods for Research Workers 
(Edinburgh: Oliver & Boyd, 1925) as well as The Genetical Theory of Natural Selection (Oxford: 
Clarendon Press, 1930), in which his profound insights into evolutionary theory found expression. 
From 1933 to 1943 Fisher was Galton Professor of Eugenics at University College, London, and 
from 1943 until his retirement in 1957 Arthur Balfour Professor of Genetics at Cambridge. His continuing 
concern for the foundations of statistics led to his last book Statistical Methods and ScientiJic Inference 
(Edinburgh: Oliver & Boyd, 1956). 
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Fisher died in Adelaide, South Australia, on 29 July 1962. His papers are preserved at the University 
of Adelaide, with further material in the hands of the Fisher Memorial Trust, Gonville and Caius 
College, Cambridge. The University of Adelaide published Collected Papers ofR. A. Fisher: (J. H. 
Bennett, Ed.) in five volumes between 1971 and 1974, and a biography by J. F. Box appeared in 1978: 
R. A. Fisher: The Life ofa Scientist (New York: Wiley). 
The Biometric Society. of which Fisher was the founding President, celebrated the centenary at 
several meetings: (1) XV International Biometric Conference, Budapest, 2-6 July 1990 (Edwards 1990~; 
Street 1990; Thompson 1990); (2) British regional meeting, Rothamsted, 13 February 1990 (Edwards 
1990b; Preece 1990); (3) Eastern North American regional meeting, Baltimore, 2-4 April 1990 (Piegorsch 
1990). Further meetings were held by the Royal Statistical Society, London, 14 February 1990 (see J. 
Roy. Statist. Sot. B 53, 3-109, 1990) and by the Fisher Memorial Committee, Cambridge, 23 March 
1990 (Bodmer 1990, O’Donald 19%). 
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